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Town of Petty Harbour-Maddox Cove  
 

 

 

Title: Water & Sewer By-Law    Resolution Number:  

By-Law Number:  9     Date Approved:  

Pursuant to the powers vested in it under Section 8 (1) of the Towns and Local Service Districts Act the 

Town Council of Petty Harbour-Maddox herby passes and enacts the following by-law relating to Water 

and Sewer. 

1. No person, business, firm, or corporation shall connect or have connected to any property, or 

make repairs to, any of the town’s water and sewer system except under authorization in writing 

from Council, and with the supervision of Council or its representatives.  

 

2. The property owner shall be responsible for the cost of installation of any water or sewer lines 

from the water and sewer mains to the property owner’s property or building when connecting 

to the town’s water and sewer mains.   

 

3. In addition to installation costs the property owner is also responsible to pay a connection fee as 

per the current year’s Tax Schedule.  

 

4. Water and/or Serwer fees are charged once water and/or sewer is connected to the main. 

 

5. If damages occur to either the water and/or sewer main when the property owner’s contractor is 

completing work, it will be the responsibility for the property owner to repair and cover the costs 

of such repairs.  
 

6. As per Section 160 (1) of the Towns and Local Services District Act - Where a tax, fee, assessment, 

fine or other charge imposed by a town is in arrears, a town council may, in addition to other 

remedies that a town has to enforce payment, disconnect the service of a water system, sewer 

system or water and sewer system provided to the person who owes the tax, fee, assessment, 

fine or charge to the town. 

 

7. As per Section 160 (2) before disconnecting services under subsection (1), a town shall give the 

owner of the real property 30 days written notice of the town council's intention to disconnect 

the services. 

 

8. As per Section 160 (3) where it is necessary for the purpose of subsection (1), an employee or 

agent of a town may enter upon real property, whether publicly or privately owned, and at 

reasonable times enter into the buildings or structures on that real property. 

 



This by-law rescinds all precious policies pertaining to this subject matter.  Page 2 
 

9. No person shall permit the improper use of water, nor shall sell or give it to any person except 

under such conditions and for such purposes as may be approved by Council in writing. 

 

 

10. If a leak occurs in a sewer line, the property owner is responsible for repairs that occur within 

their surveyed property boundary. 

 

11. If a leak occurs in the water or sewer line, Council or its representative may disconnect the 

supply of water or sewer to that line. If in the opinion of Council or it’s representatives, such 

action is necessary in order to stop a leak. Council shall notify the property owner/s affected by 

this disruption. In emergency situations, notice may not be able to be given to property owners.  

 

 

If a curb stop is located outside the surveyed boundaries of a property owner and a leak occurs 

outside the property owner’s boundary, the town is responsible to repair the leak. With the 

exception that damage occurred to the water line due to neglect by, or damage from, any 

property owner. Examples shall include, but are not limited to, water freeze ups that travel 

beyond a curb stop from the property. 

 

If the leak is located inside the property owner’s boundary, then it shall be the responsible for 

the property owner to repair at their own cost.  

 

If a curb stop is located within a resident’s property boundary, then the property owner is 

responsible to repair the leak from the curb stop to the property owner’s building.   

The town is responsible for any leaks that occur from the curb stop to the main.  

 

 

Should the Town have to repair town infrastructure caused by neglect or damage by the property 

owner and is deemed so by the Town or Town Staff, all costs associated shall be applied to the 

property owner’s tax account and they shall be invoiced accordingly. 

 

 If the repairs are deemed the property owner’s responsibility, these repairs shall be completed 

as soon as possible by the property owner at their own expense under the supervision of Council.  

 

 

12. No person, unless authorized by Council in writing, shall draw water from, open, close, cut, 

break, obstruct, from free access to, or in any injure or interference with any hydrant, water 

main, water meter, or other part of the town’s water and sewer systems. Noting in this by-law 

shall be deemed to prevent an officer or member of the fire department, when engaged in the 

work of such departments, from using any hydrant or other part of the system. 

 

13. Unless otherwise approved by Council, no person shall connect drains or drainage of any sort to 

the towns sewer system. Every such connection made without such authorization shall be 

deemed in contravention of this by-law. 

 



This by-law rescinds all precious policies pertaining to this subject matter.  Page 3 
 

14. Should a property owner be required to repair, replace or alter any water or sewer 

infrastructure, they shall be required to acquire a permit from the Town of Petty Harbour-

Maddox Cove. 

 

15. No person shall tamper with the town’s water and sewer infrastructure unless authorized in 

writing by Council. Any person who is guilty of an offence of tampering with town infrastructure  

under this by-law is subject to the following fines: 

 

1st  Offence   

2nd Offence 

3rd Offence 

 

16. As per Section 181 of the Towns and Local Service Districts Act 

(1) Except in accordance with a written permit issued by a town council, a person shall not do one 
or both of the following within the town: 

             (a)  construct a privy or sewer system, septic tank, or sewer; or 

             (b)  make or use a new water supply or system. 

(2)  A town council shall not approve a permit under subsection (1) without the prior written 
approval of the Department of Health and Community Services and the department. 

17. The owner of any accessory building that is connected to town’s water infrastructure shall be 
charged a full year’s water tax whether or not they have the water turned on for the full year. 
Accessory buildings that are on the same parcel of land as the primary residence will not be charged 
an extra water tax. If an accessory building that is located on the same parcel of land as the primary 
residence is being used as a business, the owner of the business will be charged a full year 
commercial water tax for the business. The owner of any accessory building that is connected to the 
town’s water through an alternate source such as, but not limited to, a hose connected to another 
property shall be charged for a full year water tax whether or not they have the water turned on for 
the full year. If a business is connected to the town’s water through an alternate source, they will be 
charged a full year commercial water tax. 

 
18. As per Section 132 (4) of the Towns and Local Service Districts Act, where the water and sewer 

fee is set at a metered rate and there is no meter installed or working in relation to a building to 

which a metered rate applies, the town council may, for the purpose of imposing the water and 

sewer fee, estimate the quantity of water used in that building until a meter is installed and working. 
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