St. Joseph’s Parish — Petty Harbour

Petty Harbour was one of the earliest missions of the Roman Catholic Church
in Newfoundland with clergy serving the community as far back as 1794.

The only way to Petty Harbour in those days was by a crude path or by sea. In
wintertime both these routes were impassible leaving the people for long
periods of time without benefit of clergy. There was no church building at that
time and Mass was celebrated at the Kieley home: a tradition that continued for
40 years.

The first Roman Catholic Church was built in 1835 and Bishop Michael
Anthony Fleming was the driving force behind the undertaking. On July 17, 1835, Bishop Fleming, Rev.
C. Dalton of Harbour Grace and Rev. M. Berney, pastor of Burin, arrived in Petty Harbour on board the
Madonna. The vessel was carrying a load of lumber for the new church.

The original wooden church was an elegant structure with stained glass windows imported from
Beauvais, France depicting: Regina Coeli; St. Joseph; St. Patrick; and the Sacred Heart. The church was
17 — 1 5 dedicated to Saint Joseph. The bell
/7 A\ / that hung in the bell tower had been
purchased by Bishop Fleming from a
German family in Hamburg,
Germany in 1838. The bell had once
rung for monks in the ancient
Dominican monastery of Saint
Johannis until the monastery was
dissolved as a consequence of the
Reformation. The bell had been
guarded for 300 years by Roman
Catholic survivors of the
.| Reformation. Two families preserved
4 ¥ _ JJ A ‘““ ) ” ! 1 £ 2| and handed it to their descendants
”:;IHI" “I“' | . MJ' mn“ ‘ - | until Bishop Flleming brought it to
Petty Harbour.
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St. Joseph’s Church (wooden) constructed in 1835. St. Edward’s School is

behind the church. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Heritage
Museum Association]

When small pox broke out in the winter of 1835/36, Bishop Fleming tended to the sick refusing to stay
with the Kieley family, where clergy usually lodged, fearing he might transmit the deadly disease.
Instead, he stayed at an uninhabited wash house near the church.

! The discussion of the bell is based on research conducted by Dr. Hans Rollmann of Memorial University.



In Petty Harbour at that time, the Roman Catholic Church had a congregation of 700 people. The
cemetery was in the middle of town and close to homes which concerned Bishop Fleming for fear of
disease spread. Amid some controversy, Bishop Fleming carefully gathered with his own hands the
remains of those buried there, deposited them in new coffins and conveyed them to the consecrated
ground of the new cemetery on Old Petty Harbour Road (now Cribbies Road).

In 1866, the first permanent members of a
ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH - PRIESTS religious order came to Petty Harbour in the
Name Period in form of the Sisters of Mercy. Three sisters took
Parish up residence in quarters at the back of the
Rev. John Walsh 1872-1884 church. They tended to religious training and
Rev. Roger Tierney 1884-1930 other needs of the community. On March 6,
Rev. William Sullivan 1923-1925 187_0, the_y were removed because there was no
Rev. John Power 19251927 parish priest and regular Mass.
Rev. E.P. Maher 1927-1930 In 1872, Rev. John Walsh became the first
Rev. Dr. John Carter 1930-1931 parish priest in Petty Harbour. In those days
Rev. William Collins 1931-1932 Pej\tty.Harbour formed part of the parls.h or
Rev 1D R 1032-1936 District of St. John’s. St. Joseph’s Parish was
ev. J.D. Ryan _ established in 1884 in Petty Harbour. The
Rev. J.J. Murray 1936-1937 boundaries of St. Joseph’s Parish, upon its
Rev. E.J. Rawlins 1937-1948 founding, encompassed the communities of
Rev. J.L. Lacey 1948-1951 Blackhead, Maddox Cove and Goulds. In 1948,
Rev. AT. Nolan 1951-1957 due to the growing Catholic population in
Rev. John McGetti 1957-1958 Goulds, St. Kevin’s Mission was raised to the
ev. John _ cGettigan - status of an independent parish. In addition, the
Rev. Francis Bradshaw 1958-1961 responsibility for the mission church in
Rev. James O’Dwyer 1961-1965 Blackhead (also dedicated to St. Joseph) was
Rev. John Wallace 1965-1977 transferred to St. John Bosco Parish, Shea
Rev. William Pomeroy 1977-1982 Heights, after its found.mg in 1964. In its later
b years, St. Joseph’s Parish only encompassed the
Rev. Robert Moore 1982-1985 amalgamated communities of Petty Harbour
Rev. John Maddigan 1985-1991 and Maddox Cove.
Rev. Laurie Locke 1988-1990 . 1884 10 1930 “Dean” Ti
Rev. Jerome Hann 1991-1999 rom to. . Roger e;fm lermey
served as parish priest. Dean Tierney was the
Rev. James Beresford 1998-1999 most permanent and prominent of the Petty
Rev. Ken Walsh 1999-2001 Harbour parish priests. Tierney made one trip
Rev. Paul Lundrigan 2001-2013 back to his hometown of Dublin, Ireland during
Rev. Jeff Kolonel 2013-2022 his stay in Petty Harbour and upon returning he

was met in St. John’s by his parishioners and
pulled by sled to Petty Harbour. He was held in great esteem by his parish until his death on May 11,
1930 at the age of 75 years having served Petty Harbour for 46 years.



In addition to the construction of the church and introduction of regular mass, a number of Catholic
voluntary organizations had a broad impact on the community’s development. These organizations looked
to build a better community and strengthen the faith. The Holy Name Society had its beginnings in 1919
at a hall in Maddox Cove. In 1921, a brand new Holy Name Hall was opened in Petty Harbour, located on
Skinner’s Hill. The Hall provided a safe place for young people to socialize with many wonderful dances.
The Hall also held breakfasts catered by the Women’s Auxiliary to mark special occasions such as First
Holy Communion. In addition, the Parish Altar Society was formed in 1934 by the women of the
community.

Establishing educational facilities in
the community was also an important
role of the faith. The first Catholic
school, established in the 1800s, was
named for St. Joseph. This was an all
grade school for both boys and girls.
A small school was also established
in Maddox Cove. In 1938, a new
school was opened in Petty Harbour.
This school was named St. Edward’s
and is believed to have been named in
honour of Reverend Edward Patrick
Roche, the Bishop at that time. This
school was K-8 and children attended
high school in St. John’s. The
Students of St. Joseph’s School with Rev. Roger (Dean) Tierney in 1907. Catholic school in Petty Harbour
[Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Heritage Museum] closed its doors around 1986. Children
were then bussed to schools in Goulds.

Students of St. Edward’s school Confirmation candidates with Father Pomeroy

and Bishop Skinner. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Heritage
Museum)]



In the late 1940s Father Lacey introduced the practice of the Blessing of the Fleet each spring/summer.
The priest, accompanied by the people of the community, would lead a procession to the wharf, where
fishing boats were tied and offer prayers and blessing for a safe and bountiful fishing season.

Blessing of the Fleet in Petty Harbour. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox
Cove Heritage Museum]

Father Lacey, altar servers and residents attending the Blessing of the Fleet in
Petty Harbour. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Heritage Museum]

Video of Petty Harbour 1950s Recorded by Father Lacey (no Audio).




The original wooden church was torn down in 1962 as permission was granted to build a new church. In
the interim, mass was celebrated for two years in St. Edward’s Catholic school. The new brick church was
completed in 1964 under the guidance of Father O’Dwyer. The community worked tirelessly to raise
funds for the new building. Men from Petty Harbour cut saw logs to sell to get funds for the building.
Families donated to purchase beautiful stained glass windows depicting: St. Joseph; the Virgin Mary;
John the Baptist; and the Sacred Heart.

The new church that opened in 1964
would continue to be a pillar of the
community for 58 years. In October
2011, Father Paul Lundrigan
launched a campaign to raise funds
for renovations to the church. Major
renovations were made to the
building including flooring and
replacement of the windows.
Additional stained glass was added
to the four windows by artist Peter
Breckon. The community function
room in the basement of the church
was subsequently dedicated to

St. Joseph’s Church (brick) constructed in 1964. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Father Paul.
Maddox Cove Heritage Museum]

Attending Mass, St. Joseph’s Church. [Courtesy of the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove
Heritage Museum]
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St. Joseph’s Church interior, 2022. [Courtesy of Bruce Lee]

In 2022, St. Joseph’s Church was sold as part of the compensation settlement for victims of sexual abuse.
The final Mass in St. Joseph’s Church occurred in October 9, 2022.

The story of the R.C. Church in Petty Harbour is a story of close relationships with clergy and the
perseverance of faith. This board is dedicated to the people of Petty Harbour-Maddox Cove, and the
clergy that served and helped build this community.

Sources: Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Heritage Museum; Dr. Hans Rollmann of Memorial University
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